GRASPS Authentic ASSIGNMENT FOR GRADE 9
Council of Trent simulation

Situation: The year is 1545. After years of ignoring corruption and abuse of power, the Roman Catholic Church is facing a serious crisis.  Protestants are breaking away from the church and challenging the authority of the Pope.   In response, the Pope has called for a meeting of the Council of Trent to reform the church, oppose Protestantism and clarify Church policies.

Background question: Look at p.332 in your textbook. What issues were discussed at the Council of Trent?  Make a list on a separate sheet of paper.
Agenda for the Meeting: You all need to discuss...

-the abuses of power in the past

-the sale of indulgences

-financial abuse in the church

-training of priests: should this be regulated? Right now it is not, and Luther does not like that.

-individual faith- How does the Catholic church feel about Luther’s idea that people should have their own relationship with God?

-helping achieve salvation- Luther says using mystery and magnificent ceremonies to inspire faith is NOT the way to achieve 

-salvation. Do you agree/disagree with Luther?

Goal: to develop a resolution stating the Church’s new reforms and to clarify existing policies.
Role: Your group will be a group of Catholic Bishops that holds one of the following positions:
	Role:
	Positions:

	Reactionary Bishops
	You believe that the Protestants should be crushed for daring to criticize the Pope.  You believe that the Council of Trent is unnecessary because people should not question the Pope. You think that the Church needs to make a show of strength and clarify existing policies, but not change.

	Conservative Bishops
	You believe that the Protestants should be punished for criticizing the Pope. You admit that one or two abuses should be corrected.   Clarifying and explaining church policies will help the situation.

	Moderate Bishops
	You are troubled by the challenge of the Protestants.  You think that some of their complaints are fair, but that they go too far.  Problems of corruption and abuse of power should be corrected.  Church policies should be clearly stated and strictly enforced.

	Liberal Bishops
	You are loyal to your Church and Pope, but you are troubled by abuses and corruption within the Church.  You think that most of the criticisms of the Protestants are fair.  You believe that changing church policies or doctrine will strengthen the Catholic church and win back the Protestants.

	Radical Bishops
	You are loyal to the Pope, but you are sympathetic to the Protestants.  You believe that their criticisms are fair and correct.  You think that the best way to preserve the Roman Catholic Church is to adopt many of the beliefs of the Protestants or to allow more flexibility for local churches to decide their own policies.


Audience: You are addressing 3 different audiences: The Pope, Other Catholics, and the Protestants.
Product, Performance and Purpose: Your group will produce a resolution stating the Church’s policies in response to the Protestant Reformation. 
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	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Historical Accuracy
	All historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order.
	Almost all historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order.
	Most of the historical information was accurate and in chronological order.
	Very little of the historical information was accurate and/or in chronological order.

	Role
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character.

	Knowledge Gained
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters and can clearly explain why.
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters.
	Can clearly explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters.
	Cannot explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters.

	Required Elements
	Student included more information than was required.
	Student included all information that was required.
	Student included most information that was required.
	Student included less information than was required.


