Northern Renaissance-Erasmus
One of the driving forces behind this building criticism was Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536).  As a priest from Rotterdam, in Holland, Erasmus became fed up with the hypocrisy of the Catholic Church.  He began to ridicule the Church for its abuses. In his most famous work, Praise of Folly, Erasmus uses sarcasm and irony to bring elements of the Church across Europe into question.  While still remaining a devout Catholic, Erasmus was infuriated by what he saw as the pollution of God’s word by men.   He believed that the Bible should be translated into local languages and each man should read for themselves the word of God.  He knew that if the power was left to the priests that many would abuse it.
Your Task
As a group you must analyze the above primary document (Praise of Folly) and highlight how it represents the ideas of the Renaissance.  Once you come to a consensus then you will create a short two minute presentation that presents the ideas of your writer/artist in a clear and concise manner.  You must reference the primary document, and may use your textbook, to support your idea.   

Below are selections from Praise of Folly:  See if you can pull out how Erasmus uses sarcasm.

On the Papacy.

Now, as for the popes, who act in Christ's place, if they tried to imitate his way of life -- namely poverty, labor, teaching, the cross, contemptuous mundi [contempt of worldly things] -- if they thought of the name "pope" (that is, father) or of the title "most holy", who on earth could be more miserable? Or who would spend everything that he has to buy that office? Or defend it, once it was bought, with sword, poison, and all manner of violence? How many advantages would these men is deprived of if they were ever assailed by wisdom? So much wealth, honor, power, so many victories, offices, dispensations, taxes, indulgences, so many horses, mules, retainers, so many pleasures!.... These would be replaced by vigils, fasts, tears, prayers, sermons, studies, sighs, and thousands of such wretched labors.

Nor should we neglect another point: so many scribes, copyists, notaries, advocates, ecclesiastical prosecutors, so many secretaries, mule-curriers, stable boys, official bankers, pimps... in short, the huge mass of humanity which weighs down -- pardon me, I meant "waits on" -- the see of Rome would be turned out to starve. Certainly an inhuman and monstrous crime! And, what is even more abominable, the very highest princes of the church, the true lights of the world, would be reduced to a scrip and a staff.


On the Belief of Saints

And what, are not they also almost the same where several countries avouch to themselves their peculiar saint, and as everyone of them has his particular gift, so also his particular form of worship? As, one is good for the toothache; another for groaning women; a third, for stolen goods; a fourth, for making a voyage prosperous; and a fifth, to cure sheep of the rot; and so of the rest, for it would be too tedious to run over all. 
But why do I launch out into this ocean of superstitions? Had I a hundred tongues, as many mouths, and a voice never so strong, yet were I not able to run over the several sorts of fools or all the names of folly, so thick do they swarm everywhere. And yet your priests make no scruple to receive and cherish them as proper instruments of profit; whereas if some scurvy wise fellow should step up and speak things as they are, as, to live well is the way to die well; the best way to get quit of sin is to add to the money you give the hatred of sin, tears, watchings, prayers, fastings, and amendment of life; such or such a saint will favor you, if you imitate his life- these, I say, and the like- should this wise man chat to the people, from what happiness into how great troubles would he draw them? 

