Northern Renaissance-Sir Thomas More
Sir Thomas More, writing in London, created a series of works that solidified him as a strong humanist.  A lifetime friend of Erasmus, More tried to reconcile the corruption that he saw around him with the intent of God.  More advocated for the translation of the Bible into English to allow the common people to access the word of God without the interference of priests.  He also was a critic of the abuses and inequalities that he saw in English society and he wrote to show people what he thought were wrong.  In his work Utopia, (which means literally no place, but has become the word for ideal) More creates a fictional society where he creates an image of the ideal society.  
Your Task
As a group you must analyze the above primary document (Utopia) and highlight how it represents the ideas of the Renaissance.  Once you come to a consensus then you will create a short two minute presentation that presents the ideas of your writer/artist in a clear and concise manner.  You must reference the primary document, and may use your textbook, to support your idea.   
Here are a few selections from More’s Utopia:

A selection on economics:

RAPHAEL: “I'm convinced that you'll never get a fair distribution of goods, or a satisfactory organization of human life, until you abolish private property altogether. So long as it exists, the vast majority of the human race, and the vastly superior part of it, will inevitably go on laboring under a burden of poverty, hardship, and worry.” 

MORE: “I disagree. I don't believe you'd ever have a reasonable standard of living under a communist system. There'd always tend to be shortages, because nobody would work hard enough. In the absence of a profit motive, everyone would become lazy, and rely on everyone else to do the work for him. Then, when things really got short, the inevitable result would be a series of murders and riots, since nobody would have any legal method of protecting the products of his own labor - especially as there wouldn't be any respect for authority, or I don't see how there could be, in a classless society.”

A selection on beauty:

“But if you start laughing at anyone who's ugly or deformed everyone will start laughing at you. You'll have made an awful fool of yourself by implying that people are to blame for things they can't help - for, although one's thought very lazy if one doesn't try to preserve one's natural beauty, the Utopians strongly disapprove of make-up. Actually, they've found by experience that what husbands look for in their wives is not so much physical beauty, as modesty and a respectful attitude towards themselves.”

A selection on law:

    They have very few laws, because, with their social system, very few laws are required. Indeed, one of their great complaints against other countries is that, although they've already got books and books of laws and interpretations of laws, they never seem to have enough. For, according to the Utopians, it's quite unjust for anyone to be bound by a legal code which is too long for an ordinary person to read right through or too difficult for him to understand. What's more, they have no barristers [lawyers] to be over-ingenious about individual cases and points of law. They think it better for each man to plead his own cause, and tell the judge the same story as he'd otherwise tell his lawyer. Under such condition s, the point at issue is less likely to be obscured, and it's easier to get at the truth - for, if nobody's telling the sort of lies that one learns from lawyers, the judge can apply all his shrewdness to weighing the facts of the case, and protecting simple-minded characters against the unscrupulous attacks of clever ones.

